
	  

 LECTURE	PROGRAMME	APRIL	2018	–	MARCH	2019	

April 11th 2018 
Edward Burra                                    Rosalind Whyte 
This lecture has been commissioned by our society in response to the family 
connection between one of our long standing members, Margaret Burra, and the 
artist in question. Rosalind Whyte, who told us about the sculptor David Nash in 
2016, has generously agreed to undertake this lecture and is still working on how 
best to inspire us with the work of this 20th century artist.  

May 9th 2018        
Handel and Rembrandt – Two Great Baroque Protestants          Sarah Lenton 
Handel and Rembrandt are wonderful examples of that comparative rarity, the 
Baroque protestant.  Both artists were reared in a religious tradition of deep 
involvement with stories from the bible and were able to translate that 
involvement into works of art which, by sheer bravura and narrative drive, made 
them live for their contemporaries.  I look at the bible stories such as Belshazzar’s 
Feast which inspired both artists and show how, astonishingly – given their very 
different media, paint and music, the two artists seem to bounce off each other. 

June 27th 2018 
The Art of the Steal           Shauna Isaac 
Nazi looting during World War ll. 
The Nazis looted over 20% of Western Art during World War II and the effects of 
Nazi looting are still evident. This lecture will cover the following topics: why the 
Nazis looted Art, how the Nazis looted Art and how the looted Art was returned 
after the war. There are several landmark cases that will be discussed in detail, 
including Gutav Klimt’s celebrated ‘Portrait of Adele Bloch Bauer’ and the stash of 
over1200 artworks found in the possession of the son of a notorious Nazi dealer. 

July 18th 2018 
The Pre-Raphaelites in their time                                  Sarah Stopford 
These sumptuous paintings are now among the highlights of nineteenth century British art, 
but in their day they caused public outrage. In 1848 seven young artists, including Dante 
Gabriel Rossetti, William Holman Hunt and John Everett Millais, formed a secret society, the 
Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood. Taking their inspiration from early Renaissance painting, they 
set out to challenge the artistic establishment with a heady mix that combined rebellion, 
beauty, scientific precision and imaginative grandeur and constituted Britain’s first modern 
art movement. The Pre-Raphaelite environment was broad, stretching across the fine and 
decorative arts, responding to a fast-changing religious and political climate, and in its 
relationship to women practitioners.  

September 12th 2018 
Master Drawings close up                         Susan Owens 
From Silver Point to Laser Cut 
What is silverpoint drawing? How can you tell the difference between a quill and a 
reed pen? This lecture looks in detail at the materials and techniques used by 
some of the greatest masters, including Leonardo, Raphael, Rembrandt and Van 
Gogh. It also explores innovative contemporary drawings made by laser cutting, 
pricking, rubbing and tearing. 

October 4th 2018  Society Biennial luncheon 
As Good as Gold                                Alexandra Epps 
In celebration of The Arts Society Golden Anniversary 
Experience the story of gold and its significance and symbolism within the history 
of art - as the colour of the sun; the colour of divinity; the colour of status and the 
colour of love. From creations ancient and contemporary, sacred and profane - all 
that glitters is certainly gold… 
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February 13th 2019 
Leonardo Da Vinci, Pathfinder of Science.                         Guy Rooker 
‘The utmost fulfilment of Leonardo the scientist is seen in his artistic 
creations.  These reveal the most amazing and inseparable affinity of his scientific 
and artistic concepts’  -  Ludwig Heidenreich 1958. Leonardo would say nature 
must be his guide and that art was based on a scientific understanding of 
everything depicted. He used his powers of draughtsmanship and astute sense of 
observation in his scientific drawings making an incredible contribution to our early 
understanding of anatomy, aeronautics, warfare, cartography and water 
engineering to name but a few. It would take centuries of science and technology 
to catch up with his thoughts. This talk follows Leonardo’s pursuit of these 
investigations whether they be on his own initiative, his pursuit of remunerative 
employment or in response to a particular set of circumstances in his life. 

October 10th 2018                                                          Scott Anderson 
The Influence of the Japanese Print on Western Painting 
A discovery that brought about a revolution in Western Art. The reception given to the 
Japanese woodblock print in the second half of the 19th century changed Western art more 
dramatically than any other event since the Renaissance. With its emphasis on sinuous lines, 
lack of perspective and minimalism, Japanese graphic art still has a resonance for design 
today and affects all of our lives. This lecture investigates the effect of these prints on 
European painting and graphic art with specific reference to the works of James Whistler, 
Degas, and van Gogh. This topic explains so much about the development of modern art and 
how centuries of tradition were swept aside in just a few decades as European painters found 
inspiration through the creations of artists such as Hokusai and Hiroshige. 

November 7th 2018 
Modern Architecture                                                           Colin Davies 
This lecture is based on Colin Davies’s book ‘A New History of Modern Architecture’ 
published in August 2017. Major themes in 20th and 21st century architecture, 
such as the rise of Modernism, the Postmodernist reaction, the survival of 
Classicism, and the effects of digital culture on the architecture of the new century, 
are introduced and explained in jargon-free terms. The aim is to foster a fuller 
understanding Modern architecture and thereby encourage the enjoyment of its 
rich variety. 

January 16th 2019 
Lover, Teacher, Muse - or Rival?                                     James Russell 
Couples in modern British art. 
Who does the housework? Who gets the glory? Successful artists tend to be driven 
and, dare one say it, egotistical, so what happens when two of them set up home 
together? Focusing on 20th century British art, this colourful lecture explores the 
lives and careers of notable artist couples, including Vanessa Bell and Duncan 
Grant, Ben Nicholson and Barbara Hepworth, and Julian Trevelyan and Mary 
Fedden. It will quickly become clear that, where artists are concerned, there are 
few rules. Love inspires creativity but so, sometimes, does the fading of love. One 
artist may begin in the ascendant only to see the other achieve greater success. 
The private lives of artist couples are often startling and never dull, and the 
paintings and sculpture on show here are glorious.  

March 13th 2019 
Bernard Leach                                         Diane Lloyd 
His influence on 20th century Studio Ceramics 
Trained to be a potter in Japan, and with a deep intellectual desire to bring East 
and West together, the forms and glazes often reflect his love of Asia. However his 
research into British ceramics was evident, particularly in the early years at St. 
Ives. The importance of craftsmanship, and the individual was vital to his teaching 
and his students and family continued spreading the word. His hectic exhibition 
schedule in the 1950s and 60s was enormously important to the development of 
the ‘Studio Potter’. 


