
	  

LECTURE	PROGRAMME	APRIL	2019	–	MARCH	2020	

April 10th 2019 
Theatre Illusions                                                                              Simon Rees               
Theatre has always been known for its capacity for creating illusion and suspending 
disbelief. Simon Rees draws on centuries of disguises, masks, make-up, ingenious 
apparatuses, trick trapdoors, smoke, mirrors and bungee-jumping Rhinemaidens, 
bringing his entertaining account of theatre illusion up to the present day. The tricks of 
the 18th and 19th century theatres are exposed in all their working machinery, 
including the celebrated Pepper’s Ghost, and modern theatre’s copious use of illusion, 
developed in competition with that of the cinema, is explored in artistic and technical 
detail. 

May 8th 2019 
Art Behind Bars                                                                             Angela Findlay 
The role of the Arts in the cycle of Crime, Prison and Re-offending 
Years of working as an artist within the Criminal Justice System in England and 
Germany have given Angela unique insights into the destructive and costly cycle of 
crime, prisons and re-offending. In this thought-provoking talk she offers a deeper 
understanding of the minds, lives and challenges of offenders. And, with extraordinary 
slides of art projects and prisoner’s art, she demonstrates how within the process of 
creating art of any discipline, there are vital opportunities for offenders to confront 
their crimes and develop the key life skills so essential in leading a positive and 
productive life.  

June 26th 2019 
Chinese Takeaways                                                                         Marilyn Elms 
Oriental influences on English garden making can be traced from the eighteenth 
through to the present century. The emergence of chinoiserie, as initially evidenced in 
ceramics, furniture and interior design, also found its place in the garden or landscape, 
through the layout, plants and ornamentation. This talk continues the story in the 
twentieth century, which saw a developing interest in the culture of Japan, expressed 
in the fashion for the ‘Japonaise’ in many forms of art, including garden design. 
Western designers embraced, and took inspiration from, the sensitive use of materials, 
and minimalistic expression of Japan’s temple and stroll gardens, and sought to 
emulate something of their spirit - a style still popular today. 

July 17th 2019 
Same Old,  Same New…..                                                                  Aliki Braine 
You might think it's easy to spot the difference between contemporary and historical 
art, but how about what they have in common? Can old masters help us understand 
works such as 'the pile of bricks' and 'the unmade bed'? This lecture explores whether 
the old masters can help us understand modern works, and whether artists' intentions 
and strategies have really changed across the centuries. 

September 11th 2019 
Georgia O’Keeffe:                                                                       Deborah Jenner 
In dialogue with the writings of D.H Lawrence and Aldous Huxley 
All three individuals were drawn to New Mexico where they could distance themselves 
from civilization after the Great War. Invited by Mable Dodge, they formed the core of 
her Taos utopia albeit over the span of 15-odd years. Great letter-writers, they 
exchanged views, which nourished each other’s works. For example, Laurence 
declared, “the human race … a great uprooted tree… cut off from the earth and sun 
and stars.” O’Keeffe depicted the tall pine near his cabin from below with its branches 
fanning out against a starry night. O’Keeffe’s erotic flowers inspired Lady Chatterley’s 
Lover’s nude scene’s floral adornment. Huxley sought, ironically, to repress such 
passion in Brave New World with electric shock conditioning to develop a hatred of 
roses. However, his Doors of Perception promised mystical passages, as did O’Keeffe’s 
series of Patio Doors.  
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February 12th 2020 
A Child of Six Could Do It                                                            Barry Venning 
Cartoonists view of Modern Art 
Modern art is often considered difficult, but it is much less so when seen through the 
eyes of some of the greatest cartoonists of the last one hundred and fifty years, who 
provide a humorous and sceptical but instructive guide to modern art from Courbet to 
the Britart of the 1990s. A chance to enjoy the insights and cartoons of (among 
others) Daumier, Larry, Thelwell, Matt, the wise guys at the New Yorker magazine 
and, of course, the immortal Giles. Collectively, they provide an absorbing, 
illuminating and, above all, a funny, revealing and sidelong view of 150 years of 
modern art.  
 

October 9th 2019 
Architecture + Photography = Art               Brian Stater 
According to one leading architect, “the modern architectural drawing is interesting, 
the photograph is magnificent, the building is an unfortunate but necessary stage 
between the two.”  
Architecture + Photography = Art introduces photographers who crystallised the 
architects’ vision in images that are both works of art in their own right and shape our 
opinion of the buildings they depict. These photographers include Dell and Wainwright 
from Britain, Julius Shulman in the United States and Lucien Hervé in France. 
The lecture also examines photographers who recorded rural churches, barns and 
cottages to create a lyrical vision of Britain. Prominent in this group are Edwin Smith, 
Frederick Evans and Eric de Maré, a friend and drinking companion of John Betjeman 
and widely considered to have been the poet’s favourite photographer. 

November 6th 2019 
Contemporary Artists:                                             Rosalind Whyte 
Anthony Gormley and Anish Kapoor 
Antony Gormley and Anish Kapoor are amongst the most well known sculptors 
working in Britain today and have both had major commissions for public works of 
art.  With a wide range of inspirations and motifs, the work of these two artists 
provides an interesting insight into contemporary views and preoccupations in 
Britain.  This lecture will look at examples of both artists’ work, exploring the common 
ground between them, and the differences in style, technique and themes. 

January 15th 2020 
The Lords of Creation – Kingship in Maya Art                            Diane Davies 
Art, inscriptions and architecture were commissioned by Maya kings from Central 
America to memorialise themselves and ensure their place in history. This lecture will 
look at images that describe the transformation of a human being into a king, the 
wielder of sacred authority and the rituals that were carried out to re-establish their 
connections with the cycles of time and their ancestors. The purpose of art itself, was 
to document the bloodlines of kings and so various examples will be given, including 
the spectacular murals of San Bartolo, Guatemala, where the presenter carried out 
her research.  

March 11th 2020 
Raphael:                                               Jo Walton 
Genius of the Renaissance in Rome 
Raphael died in Rome on Good Friday, 1520, aged only 37. The Pope, his most 
prestigious patron, was devastated and earth tremors were felt around the city. He 
was buried in the Pantheon – Rome’s most important classical building – a fitting 
tribute to an artist who rivalled the greatness of the Ancients. (He was also charming, 
handsome and polite – which couldn’t be said for all Renaissance polymaths.) This 
lecture looks at his short, but astonishing career as painter, architect, administrator 
and superb draughtsman and considers his lasting influence on subsequent artists.  


