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Reports 2017/2018 

 
 
Chairman‘s Report 
At our AGM of 2017 we had the change of name of our society to The Arts Society Stafford, since 
then we have settled in at the Gatehouse Theatre and we have had a full programme of lectures, 
study days and visits. Our many volunteers have also been busy with our various volunteering 
projects and producing church records,  
 
This year we have celebrated the Society’s Golden Jubilee locally with a luncheon and talk held 
again at the Moat House, which was well attended and very enjoyable, thanks to Amanda Weaver 
and Joan Holmes for all their hard work in organising that. 
 
On 16th May I attended the national AGM, held at the Central Hall, Westminster, London, preceded 
by a service in Westminster Abbey. At the service we were urged to ‘Come ye Sons and Daughters 
of Art, come away’, by elfin-voiced Cerys Matthews, who gave a reading from her adaption of 
Nahum Tate’s poem, while an exuberant Simon Callow gave us verses from Dante’s Divine 
Comedy. We had jazz from Kansas Smitty’s house band and a specially commissioned choral piece 
by Matthew Sheeran that was very enjoyable. 

At the AGM we were addressed by the Rt Hon Matt Hancock MP, the Secretary of State for 
Culture, Media and Sport. He complimented us on our 90,000 members, our efforts to help our 
members to thrive and prosper and our encouragement of the appreciation of arts and the creative 
spirit. We then welcomed Sir Roy Strong, the Chairman of the Arts, who reviewed The Arts 
Society’s many achievements, including women in leading roles, taking action and continuing our 
Church Recording and Heritage roles. He mentioned that we have achieved 1,800 church recordings 
since 1971 and petitioned for free access to museums from 1987. He remarked that many people 
have little knowledge of our artistic history and heritage. He said that our achievements in this area 
should be more widely celebrated but warned us not to sit back on our laurels. 

June Robinson, our retiring national chairman, gave a tribute to our founder, Patricia Fay, and 
reported that at that moment 84% of societies had now changed their name,  

The new incoming Chairman, Julie Goldsmith, was introduced, the location of the 2019 AGM 
announced – it is to be London - and the 2020 AGM is to be held in Málaga. This is not to give 
Chairpersons a holiday but to emphasise our international presence; it was reported that it is cheaper 
to fly to Málaga from many locations in the UK than the cost of a train journey to London 

Migo Wood retires as our president this year after many years of active service to our society and 
we thank her for her commitment and hard work on behalf of the society.  The other members of 
your committee carry on with their various duties; Joan Holmes gives me indispensible support as 
Secretary, Ian Browne is our worthy Treasurer and David Brass continues to carry out many roles in 
volunteering. I’ve been supported in my role as Chairman by my Vice-Chairman Amanda Weaver 
and she has also been busy organising Study Days, jointly with Heather Gardner. Our current 
programme is in the capable hands of Ted Gill, Irene Young has organised visits during 2018 and 
Val Lupton has continued to keep our membership and booking-in running smoothly.  I would like 
to thank them all and also you, the members, for your continuing support over the past year. 
Jack Barber 
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President’s Report 
This year has been the 50th Anniversary of the foundation of what was NADFAS now The Arts 
Society. 
It proved to be extremely popular and has grown into a national institution and with societies abroad 
as well. Since I joined The Wrekin Society in 1986 I have watched the organization grow from just 
lectures to the establishment of all the different sections especially the Heritage Volunteering which 
includes Church Recording and the latest one, Church Trails. It is now a Charity and as you can see 
in the latest Newsletter what a wide remit it has now. At our biannual lunch in October we will have 
been celebrating its success. 
Five years ago I was invited to become President of Stafford Decorative and Fine Arts Society, now 
called The Arts Society Stafford, taking over from Lady Hawley who served ten years as President. 
We were part of the group who set up the society. During those years we have had excellent 
lectures, study days and wonderful visits and even mini breaks. We were awarded the Queen's 
Award for Voluntary Service in 2015. This has all been due to the dedication and imagination of 
our committee members. It is a continuous process of people coming forward to take on the various 
positions that make the society exist. I would like to thank them for all that they have done and also 
to welcome new committee members who will be taking on their roles in future.  
Our membership is falling partly due to the dislike of the parking here in Stafford. How spoilt we 
were at the Beaconside Campus. I would appeal to all our members to encourage their friends to 
join our society. We have always been known as the 'friendly society'. Let us try to keep that 
reputation. 
At the end of the meeting I will be handing over the Presidency to Lisa Henderson, a former 
chairman, who I am certain will do an excellent job,. 
Migo Wood 
 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
As you will see, the financial year to the end of July 2018 has shown another small loss of - £338 
deficit.  While this is not terrible relative to the reserves, it is not a good position to be in.  This is 
especially true as there has been a decline in membership and recruiting of new members is slow. 
What is obvious is that the costs keep rising.  Lecturer fees and the costs for venues, etc, keep 
increasing and are already set to rise next year.  Effectively if we use a membership base of 200, 
then the lectures cost roughly £20 per person for the ten lecturers annually.  The venue costs another 
~ £12.50.  This effectively means the costs of a lecture work out at about £3.25 currently and this 
looks set to rise to nearer £3.50 or £35 / member p.a.  There are also costs such as the affiliation 
fees for the Arts Society, insurance and various administration costs such as printing and running 
the web site etc.  It is anticipated that these will amount to a further ~ £10 / member.  Thus, it can be 
seen that the membership fees need to increase to £45 to achieve a breakeven budget.  It would be 
hoped that this can be contained and that with study days and visits breaking even, which they do, 
we can maintain the situation and improve on it slightly. 
Overall the Society is in reasonable health and we do not need to panic.  However it would not be 
prudent to plan on making losses.  Thus the Committee have decided to recommend that the fees are 
increased by £2.00 to an annual rate of £45.00 / member. 
Ian Browne 
 
 
Church Trails 
Val Lupton and I are working on the Trail being compiled for Ingestre Church. One more visit is 
required to answer a few questions before the artwork can be started.  The Church Record already 
presented to Ingestre by The Arts Society Stafford has been a great help in our research.  I would 
like to thank Val Lupton, Pam Cartwright and Migo Wood for their support and assistance.  
Lesley Brandon 
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Heritage Volunteering Report 
We continue to work on our existing projects - all five of them - and we still have some 23 active 
volunteers.  As always we salute their dedication and enthusiasm, since volunteering remains an 
integral part of our Society's charitable status. 
At Wedgwood Museum we have just initiated a new project, our 6th, as a Joint Venture with North 
Staffs AS "Trial Trays" - a detailed research into a myriad of samples and tests of 18th Century Kiln 
pieces from Josiah Wedgwood's own files!  This is the most detailed project so far.  Our Portrait 
Medallions highly successful project is almost completed and samples feature on the V&A Website. 
Staffordshire Yeomanry Museum 
Our important recording of family connections etc, topical with the 1918 centenary, is proving 
invaluable.  Curator Sarah Elsom (member and past Chairman of Needwood AS) has been 
succeeded by Angela Gill and we trust our long association will continue  
William Salt Library 
Our project indexing Staffordshire Advertisers 1795 to 1975 is nearly complete.  The future is 
uncertain with a likely move to the nearby County Records Office, during reconstruction of the 
William Salt building. 
National Brewery Museum, Burton on Trent  
Some 4 volunteers continue researching etc Archives of Mansfield Breweries.  New volunteers 
welcome!! 
Spode Museum Trust, Hanley 
Another Joint Venture with North Staffs AS with 2/3 volunteers cataloguing Archives; more 
volunteers very acceptable!!  
We are very happy to welcome new volunteers and especially if any member has an introduction to 
any other worthy causes.  Please do get in touch with me. 
Church Recording 
The ground work for the record for Seighford Church is complete and it is now in the process of 
being proof read, compiled and photographs inserted. We are most fortunate as a group to have a 
very talented photographer, Bill Cottiss, who produces excellent photographs even in very poorly lit 
situations. Slindon Church record is complete and is with Head Office. Once we have had that 
signed off, we can begin work on our next church which will be Castle Church, Stafford.    
Report by Stella Blazier. 
I would add:  The team is 10 dedicated members often working in not the warmest of buildings and 
to have nearly completed 2 Church Records in the last 12 months is more than commendable!  The 
group's work was recognised with the presentation to Helen Holmes of the "Golden Jubilee Star 
Award" from Arts Society West Midlands celebrating the Arts Society Golden Jubilee this year! 
David Brass 
 
 
 
Membership Report 
We were pleased to welcome 8 new members during the year, some of whom have already 
expressed an interest in our volunteering activities.  
This brings our current membership to 206. To safeguard the future of the Society, it is important 
that we look to increase this figure in the coming year.  
As of October, when our 2018-19 programme will be halfway through, new members who join will 
pay only £25 for the remainder of the society year – a great opportunity for them to sample the 
excellent lectures, visits, Days of Special Interest and volunteering activities on offer, so do tell 
friends and acquaintances, or bring them along as guests. 
Val Lupton  
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Programme Report 
I have continued to try to present a multifaceted programme taking in examples of painting, 
architecture and products from different times and places around the world. 
In January and February we found out about products from the early 20th century in Europe in ‘The 
Marvels of Modernism’, and from 18th century China in the lecture on ‘The Emperor Qianlong’. 
Painting has been well represented with the mysterious visions of Hieronymous Bosch as presented 
with her usual panache by Valerie Woodgate. In July we found out about ‘The Pre-Raphaelite 
Brotherhood” and in October how the Japanese Print has influenced painting in western culture. It is 
easy for me to claim that every month is a special event as I selected the programme, but the lecture 
in April on Edward Burra must fall into this category.  Following a request from Margaret Burra 
and some negotiation with lecturer Rosalind Whyte, we experienced the world premiere of her new 
title. This showed great insights into the influences and unique perspectives of this neglected 20th 
century water-colourist. 
At the back end of last year we learnt about one of my favourite architects, the American Frank 
Lloyd Wright. This is being followed up by this month’s lecture on Modern Architecture. 
These subjects have been supported with the lectures on Nazi looting in World War II and the 
fascinating explanations of how the great artists actually began their preliminary work with ‘Master 
Drawings close up’. 
All the lectures this year have scored votes which put them between very good and excellent or 
excellent to outstanding. Most reports sent to The Arts Society have been excellent with only two 
being considered Very Good. 
Next year’s programme is all agreed with the lecturers concerned.  We have such delights as 
Raphael, some Garden Design, Cartoonists, interpretations of Modern Art and the Art and culture of 
the magnificent Maya to name but a few. 
I mentioned a couple of months ago that the next programme would be my last one and asked for 
volunteers. I am pleased to announce that the dream team of Elizabeth Crutchley and Sue Cottiss 
have agreed to take over, despite my explaining in great detail what the job entails and my thanks 
go to them. I shall miss the job when my programmes are finished, but it is the best policy that fresh 
blood takes over to maintain variety and bring in new ideas. 
Ted Gill 
 
 
Secretary’s Report 
This year there have been four Committee Meetings which have been very well attended, and I 
would like to thank those members who made their homes available for them.  The main event for 
the year was the conversion of NADFAS to The Arts Society, which meant redesigning all 
documents with the new logos.  I think the Committee has come up with a good combination and 
layout, incorporating all we needed to become The Arts Society Stafford (TASS).  Personally I 
attended the West Midlands 50th Anniversary Tea Party at Wedgwood, which was most interesting 
and gave us an opportunity to talk with members of other Arts Societies in the region. 
I would ask that as many members as possible use the website.  It is very easy to navigate and 
Linden Gill does a splendid job in keeping it up to date.  It is the easiest way of communicating 
with members and if you can print off documents, it does save the Society a lot of money. 
Joan F Holmes   
 
 
Study Days Report 
Although held before the last AGM, my first study day “Turner vs Constable, The Great British 
Paint-off” by Nichola Moorby took place on 25th October 2017.  This was an excellent day and 
having been presented with the pros and cons of both artists, the final vote went to ... Turner.  
Since the last AGM we have had two study days. 
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In January Leslie Primo gave a very interesting study day on “Foreigners in London” when he 
spoke about the arrival of foreign artists in London.  He talked about why they were preferred by 
the aristocracy, why they came in the first place and their impact on English Art.  The day was 
much enjoyed. 
The second study day, in March, was on Architecture, given by John Sherlock.  He traced the 
development of architecture from Greek, through Roman, Byzantine, Romanesque to Gothic.  The 
lectures were packed with detail and examples and, although a huge timescale was covered, they 
remained interesting, entertaining and very educational.  Again the day was thoroughly enjoyed. 
At the time of writing we are anticipating a study day by Sarah Cove on “English Face? English 
Artist?” 
Since moving to the Gatehouse, the numbers attending study days have declined and the main 
difficulty and cause has been identified as the lack of close convenient parking.  With this in mind, 
the Committee decided that we will be moving to the World of Wedgwood at Barlaston for our 
study days. 
The next study day, which is on 31st January 2019 on Illuminated Medieval Manuscripts by 
Michelle Brown, will now be held at the World of Wedgwood. Hopefully this move will be a 
popular one and study day numbers will increase. 
Heather Gardner 
 
 
Visits Report 
This year members of The Arts Society Stafford were invited to join three visits – Tatton Park & 
Mansion, Croft Castle & Hergest Croft Gardens and Saltaire.   
Tatton Park and Mansion, Thursday17th May 
25 Members attended the visit to Tatton Mansion and the Japanese Garden on a bright warm May 
Day.  The Hidden Treasures guided tour of the Mansion to hear and see artefacts normally not 
described in a general tour was fascinating, especially as the Guide was wearing white gloves to 
handle the exhibits, we were made aware of the delicate special items and furniture. 
The Japanese Gardens are one of Cheshire's Gardens of Distinction and were a delight showing 
Rhododendron, Azalea and Roses in full bloom in every wonderful colour.  A most enjoyable 
Spring Day outing. 
Croft Castle & Hergest Croft Gardens, Herefordshire, Thursday 14th June 
The visit into Herefordshire was a very pleasant change travelling along A and B rural Hereford-
shire roads compared to motorways undergoing the Smart conversion! 
The National Trust 14th Century Croft Castle was filled with many items dating back through the 
centuries and the Guides were extremely helpful and knowledgeable.   
After lunch we travelled on to Hergest Croft Gardens where our Guide escorted the group around 
the extensive gardens. His enthusiastic description of the many varied trees, shrubs and plants was 
inspiring. The Gardens hold the UK National Collections of Maples, Birches and Zelkovas.  A 
member commented that the Guide was "more than just a Gardener".  Afternoon tea and home-
made cakes were enjoyed by most Members before the delightful return journey to Staffordshire. 
Saltaire, near Bradford, Thursday, 16th August 
The long journey to the village of Saltaire and Salts Mill that Titus Salt built for his Mill employees 
was rewarded with a fun guided walking tour by two Victorian ladies, taking in the history of the 
Mill and the area which is today a UNESCO World Heritage Site.  In the four floors of the 1853 
Mill, members enjoyed the permanent collection of work by David Hockney, artwork 
commissioned from the collection and Saltaire History Exhibition, Carlton Antiques and a 
wonderful Library.  A most enjoyable day where members were able to explore and satisfy 
individual interests. 
 I wish my successors a very interesting and happy association with The Arts Society Stafford.   
Irene Young 
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Young Arts 
Earlier in the Summer I was asked to take on the role of Young Arts Secretary at short notice, in 
lieu of the absence of the nominated secretary. 
I approached three primary schools to assist in encouraging pupils up to the age of 10 years (Years 
4-6) to provide plate designs for the Wedgwood Art Competition “Birthday Tea Celebration”. The 
schools were Flash Ley Community School and Nursery, Castle Church Primary School and 
Stafford Preparatory School. All three schools were very enthusiastic, but because of their 
commitments and the very short time frame to work in, Castlechurch sadly could not come up with 
the designs in time. The other two schools provided many designs and I am told the children loved 
being involved. I forwarded these on to Edwina Rowe (West Midlands Young Arts Secretary) so I 
am glad our society was able to take part. 
The celebration of the "plate" competition on 22nd September 2018 was a great success for finalists 
and their families.  David Brass was able to meet the parents of Grace Seward of Stafford 
Preparatory School as well as her teacher.  Each finalist received their plate and was photographed 
with Denise Topolski (National Young Arts).  Martin Locke from the West Midlands Committee 
took photos and Grace and her brother were very happy "throwing a pot” after the prize giving! A 
laminated copy of Grace's winning design was displayed at the Society’s Luncheon. 
Due to personal circumstances I am not able to continue, but I did promise that each of the schools 
might be supported financially in achieving an art project off the ground with my help. Please let 
me know the finances available for YA at this time and I will see what I can do. Alternatively, if 
someone else can do this I will advise. This is a golden opportunity to tap into the talent in our 
schools. 
Pam Cartwright 
 
 


