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Reports 2018/2019 

 
 
 
Chairman‘s Report 
We are now well established under our new title of The Arts Society Stafford.  What we do need to 
do now is to attract some new members to our society. This challenge has been taken up by our 
committee recently, especially our new Vice-chairman, Michael Faarup, but any ideas for recruiting 
new members would be most welcome. 
  
This year our National AGM was held at Friends House in London in May where our Chief 
Executive, Florian Schweizer, reported that 96% of societies had now rebranded themselves as 'Arts 
Societies' to better express who we are and what we do. He went on to explain that at the heart of 
his strategy was the importance of communication and reaching out to our members via our various 
digital platforms so that we are more visible to the outside world. 
 
This is my third, and last, report as chairman of our society, I have really enjoyed the experience, 
along with my previous six years as secretary. Recently I attended an informal lunch with my 
fellow society chairs, hosted by our West Midlands chair, Carolyn Trevor-Jones. This was a very 
enjoyable get-together, where we exchanged our experiences of being chair of our various societies, 
only to discover that we all had similar problems and satisfactions. 
 
One of the pleasures of being chair this year was attending the presentation of the church record to 
the members of the congregation of St. Chad's Church Seighford. Our church recorders had done an 
excellent job of surveying and recording the fixtures and fittings of the church and researching their 
history and origin. Their hard work and diligence are a great credit to our society and is part of our 
contribution to the support of arts in our local community. 
 
During the last year we have had many stimulating and thought-provoking lectures about various 
artists and their art, thanks to our programme secretary, Ted Gill. Our members have enjoyed three 
well organised visits put together by our new visits team, Lucy and John Heath, and we have two 
study days set up at our new, comfortable venue The World of Wedgwood, by Heather Gardner, if 
you haven't booked yet, I would recommend them. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank my committee members as a whole for all their hard work and 
commitment. Our society's success relies heavily on the work they do and their dedication. I would 
especially like to thank my super-efficient secretary, Joan Holmes, and our treasurer, Ian Browne, 
for making my tenure as chair, enjoyable and easy; and David Brass for all his advice and wisdom 
when I needed it. I would also like to thank our retiring Financial Examiner, Elaine Lyne, for her 
many years of checking our accounts and keeping various Treasurers in order.  Our society wouldn't 
exist without you, our members, so thank you for your continued membership and support and I 
look forward to sitting quietly somewhere in the audience next year ready to just enjoy my 
membership. 
Jack Barber 
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President’s Report 
Firstly, I wish to offer grateful thanks, on behalf of us all, to our retiring chairman Jack Barber who 
has been at the helm for the past three years. Most of our committee positions last for just three 
years to encourage fresh blood and ensure that the commitment is both reasonable and acceptable.  

I am delighted to have been The Arts Society Stafford’s president for the past year and I just want 
to take this opportunity to thank and congratulate all members of the present committee for their 
vision, dedication and achievements on your behalf throughout this last year. A well-run society 
like ours is just like that proverbial swan – serene on the surface but busy beneath the waterline. 
That said, and with the experience of being your programme secretary and then chairman, I must 
emphasise the fun and friendship that goes with the task! There really is a job - large or small - to 
suit anyone and everyone of us with an interest in the arts in general – and especially the visual arts 
that are my particular enthusiasm.  

Something we can all do to ensure the future prosperity of our society is to bring along a visitor 
who can experience and enjoy a first-rate lecture for a mere £5 visitors fee. What’s more, if this 
leaves them, as I suspect it will, with an appetite for more, there are great deals to be had on 
membership for the second half of this year. A win/win opportunity for us all! Please take a handful 
of our publicity leaflets and leave a trail wherever you go – the corner shop, the doctor’s surgery, 
your local church or even restaurants, cafes and pubs. Art lovers get everywhere but it never ceases 
to amaze me how many there are and how excited they are to find out about us! Then to find out on 
top of the excellent lecture programme about a wealth of visits and study days, together with 
opportunities within heritage volunteering, church recording, church trails and young arts projects, 
the raffle and so much more… our still modest annual subs are just unbelievable value. Please do 
everything you can personally do to help us continue to flourish and expand! 
If you would like to ask me without any commitment about playing a more active role in our 
society, just let’s have a chat! 
Lisa Henderson 
 
 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
As you will see, the financial year to the end of July 2019 has shown a further trading loss of - 
£1,457.   This is an increased loss on the previous year.  This inevitably has impacted on the cash 
reserves held by the Society and is becoming a cause for concern, as we cannot let this continue 
unchecked. 
 
As costs keep rising, the Lecturer fees and the costs for venues etc now amount to over £700 per 
lecture.  Effectively, if we use a membership base of 200, then the lectures cost roughly £35 per 
person for the ten lecturers annually.  Looking forwards we can only see this cost increasing.  We 
also are committed to paying our Arts Society affiliation fees, insurance and various administration 
costs such as printing and running the website etc.   This all mounts up rapidly towards another 
±£21/member.  The Visits and the Study Days generally break even or show a small profit and the 
biannual Social event makes a profit.  Thus, it can be seen that everything is very tight.  A very 
small increase in membership has a huge impact on the accounts, as most of the extra subs transfer 
directly to the bottom line.  If we had an extra 30 members, the figures move to being break even! 
 
Overall the Society is in reasonable health and we must not panic.  However, it would not be 
prudent to plan on continuing to make losses.  In the light of all of the above, and allowing for the 
known membership number increases, the Committee have made a decision to recommend that the 
fees are increased by £3.00 to a rate of £48.00 p.a. membership.  While this is regrettable, there 
really is no choice if we are to maintain a healthy Society in financial terms. 
Ian Browne 
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Church Trails 
The Church Trail for Ingestre Church is still on-going.  
I had hoped that the Church Trail for Ingestre would have been finished long ago, but family and 
business commitments this year have unfortunately taken rather a lot of my time.  
The question sheet is almost completed, awaiting some more photographs and artwork.  
The answer sheet is being prepared, and then Val Lupton and I will meet with the Area Church 
Trails Representatives and confirm that the trail meets Arts Society criteria, before we go forward 
with printing and trialling with local school children.  
I would like to thank Val for all her help and enthusiasm which has been very much appreciated.		
Lesley Brandon 
 
 
 
Heritage Volunteering Report 
We have 4 Active Projects: 
Wedgwood Museum:  Shared with North Staffs, we have 10 volunteers involved currently 
working on Josiah Wedgwood’s Trial Trays. 
National Brewery Museum Burton on Trent:  4 Volunteers are recording/conserving plans and 
drawings relating to various Breweries. 
William Salt Library:  Our 4 volunteers have just completed indexing the Staffs Advertiser 1795 
to 1972.  They are now considering 2 projects (a) Births, Marriages and Deaths in the Staffs 
Advertiser 1842 to 1860, and (b) the Staffordshire Assize Calendar of Prisoners Names. 
Staffordshire Yeomanry Museum:  Space restricts us to 3 volunteers, who continue to record 
essential details relating to Yeomanry historical records. 
Church Recording  
Our intrepid team of Recorders have completed and presented 2 Records in the last 12 months:  St 
Chads Slindon and St Chads Seighford. 
It is worth recording their names whilst acknowledging their dedication and enthusiasm:  
Helen Holmes, Stella Blazier, Sue Gregory, Mary Leather, Elizabeth Crutchley, Gill Ward. Hilary 
Maggs, Mary Sharpe, Judy Brass and Sue & Bill Cottiss (Bill being the group photographer). 
David Brass 
 
 
 
Membership Report 
At the end of the financial year, we had 194 members, of which 185 were renewals with 9 new 
members.  Unfortunately, we had 20 resignations or non-renewals; fortunately, we had 7 new 
members joining at the September lecture, which brings the grand total to 201.  There is a reduced 
subscription for those joining after 1st September 2019, so perhaps you could encourage your 
friends to join.  The Treasurer will explain that the more members we have, the increase in annual 
subscription can be kept to a minimum. 
Registration for lectures has now moved to the lobby and hopefully this will continue.  It does leave 
more room upstairs for the Raffle and information on Visits and Study Days.  I must stress again 
that, for the Gatehouse Health and Safety Regulations, it is essential that you register on arrival.  If 
you are late and use the lift, please just write your name on the registration sheet which is provided 
for regular lift users. 
Attendance at lectures averages 90, which is not even half the membership.  I know that parking has 
been a problem for many and your committee has tried to find a way round it, but there just isn’t 
one. 
Joan F Holmes 
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Programme Report 
We are now in the final stage of my three-year stint as programme secretary and I have thoroughly 
enjoyed selecting a wide variety of artistic subjects from the thousands of possibilities available in 
the Arts Societies directory of lecturers. 
 
This year has seen two lectures which link different artists together with ‘Couples in Modern British 
Art’ in January, which showed how being together affected the work of famous artists.  Secondly, 
‘Same Old, Same New’ in July, where the lecturer pointed out elements of modern art which can be 
shown to originate in those of paintings of various old masters. This theme continues this month 
with an exploration of the common ground between two sculptors of differing styles, Anthony 
Gormley and Anish Kapoor. 
 
In terms of specific artists, we looked at Leonardo da Vinci in February, and Georgia O’Keeffe in 
September, both from an unusual point of view, which I believe added to the enjoyment of the 
presentations. This month, of course, we are learning about Anthony Gormley and Anish Kapoor, 
two modern sculptors. 
 
Moving more towards the decorative arts, in March we learnt about modern studio pottery from the 
starting point of the life of Bernard Leach.  June saw a presentation about the influence of Chinese 
and Japanese gardens on the development of western landscape design.  April’s lecture fascinated 
us with how the theatre creates illusions in their set designs to delight our senses in a confined 
space. Photography and architecture were linked in the last lecture enabling us to see the full glory 
of buildings that are difficult to view in confined city streets. 
 
Finally, the lecture entitled ‘Art Behind Bars’ emphasised the importance of the arts in maintaining 
the emotional wellbeing of those that are involved in doing it and appreciating it. 
 
Sometimes the voting system confuses me, with two of this year’s lectures attracting responses 
ranging from outstanding to poor.  I have reported an average score for these lectures but have 
qualified that with comments that indicate the reasons for a big difference of opinion. The rest of 
the lectures mentioned generated votes with a close average of excellent. 
 
I am concerned that we have had some problems with how the Gatehouse systems seem to have 
caused lecturers PowerPoint presentations to produce some strange omissions and overlaps. I 
believe this is to do with the increasingly large number of updates and new systems being used. My 
own computer will not accept any more new operating systems. We do, however, need to be more 
thorough in making sure the right settings are being used each month and I will be trying to make 
certain this is the case whilst I am still involved with hosting the lecturers. 
 
Thank you for letting me be the programme secretary for the last three years I wouldn’t have missed 
it for the world. 
Ted Gill 
 
 
Publicity 
The society is launching a significant publicity drive this autumn, the largest for a while, and we 
hold high hopes this will result in a significant boost in membership which will secure our finances 
and our ambitious programmes for the future. 
 
Motivated strongly by all the pleasures and delight we personally have experienced since, by 
chance, we came across the Arts Society several years ago, we are committed to spread the word to 
so many more people in and around Stafford who would be equally thrilled with the quality 
experiences the Society offers but have not yet found us. So many people we speak to have not 
heard about the Arts Society, and we are resolved to put that right! 
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We have re-printed a large quantity of the Society’s impressive flyers with, printed on the reverse, 
specific examples of the outstanding lectures we have enjoyed, together with details of past and 
future study tours that will appeal. The specific detail is certainly catching imaginations and all 
members are invited to take flyers with them and circulate among their friends and neighbours. 
Flyers will be distributed to many locations where they will be seen. 
 
A high-profile article will be circulated this autumn to quality magazines in Staffordshire and the 
same article has already been included in the September edition of My Village Voice, covering over 
5,000 readers in villages around Stafford. We are including a short-form version of the main article 
in as many church/village magazines as we can contact. 
 
It is also planned this autumn/winter to visit clubs and societies whose membership would be likely 
to be interested in what we have to offer and give valuable publicity to the Society. 
 
Every committee member and every member in the Society can in their own way help with this 
publicity drive and are being encouraged to do so.  It is intended that this initiative will be ongoing 
for as long as is it is appropriate to do so. 
Michael Faarup 
 
 
Secretary’s Report 
This year there have been four Committee Meetings which have been very well attended, and I 
would like to thank those members who made their homes available for them.  Together with 
Michael Faarup, I attended the West Midlands Development Day on 10th June 2019.  The subject 
was how to get more members into our societies, which was most interesting and gave us an 
opportunity to talk with members of other Arts Societies in the region. 
I would ask that as many members as possible use the website, which is very easy to navigate.   
Linden Gill has done a splendid job in keeping it up to date.  It is the easiest way of communicating 
with members and if you can print off documents, it does save the Society a lot of money.  The 
problem with MailChimp is that I cannot send attachments, which is why I have to keep referring 
you back to the website. 
Joan F Holmes   
 
 
Study Days Report 
Since the last AGM we have changed our venue, and study days are now held in the Darwin Suite at 
World of Wedgwood in Barlaston, where we now enjoy a warm and airy venue with excellent 
audio-visual facilities.  The parking issues are addressed too. Not only is parking more convenient 
but, should they be needed, wheelchairs are available.  

At present we hold 2 study days a year - in October and March. 
There was some good feedback from the study day held in October 2018 by Sarah Cove entitled 
‘English Face, English Artist?’ The subject was about picture conservation and restoration and 
some people said they felt the title was misleading 

In January this year we moved to the World of Wedgwood for a well-attended and thoroughly 
enjoyable day on Medieval Manuscripts by Michelle Brown.   It was about the coldest and snowiest 
day till then, but the snow had been cleared and extra heating was laid on by Wedgwood. 
The feedback l received from those attending the study day at Wedgwood suggests it’s a popular 
move. 
The study day on October 17th at The Darwin Suite, World of Wedgwood was on Italian Cities of 
Art by Alice Foster, which was also well supported.  I cannot comment on this as it had not 
occurred at the time of writing this report! 
Heather Gardner 
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Visits Report 
John and I have appreciated those members and their guests attending the three 1-day visits that 
have been organised this year.   
On 1 May 2019, we had 2 exclusive visits to Northamptonshire; the first to Boughton House and 
Gardens, and the second visit after lunch travelled to nearby Cottesbrooke Hall and Gardens – a 
good contrast between 2 privately owned houses, with some amazing paintings at Cottesbrooke 
Hall. 
2 July 2019 found us travelling further afield to Gloucestershire visiting Sezincote House and 
Gardens, a 200 year-old Mogul Indian privately owned home, followed by an afternoon visit to 
Sudeley Castle, Church and Gardens.  Although, as is often the norm these days, both properties are 
wedding and film venues, nevertheless the Sezincote House guide brought the house to life, and at 
Sudeley we enjoyed 1000 years of history and 10 beautiful gardens. 
A number of members were keen to travel to London on 19 September 2019 for an exclusive 
Guided Blue Badge walk with Gina Mullet along Fleet Street to learn the history of publishing, law, 
and gin palaces.  We saw the art and architecture of some Wren Churches, as well as Art Deco 
buildings relating to publishing and printing offices, with our final destination being Middle Temple 
Hall, which is said to be one of the finest examples of an Elizabethan Hall in London, and spanned 
by a magnificent double hammer-beam roof.  Both visits made for improving our knowledge of that 
part of London, finishing with a welcome sit-down lunch! 
We feel as organisers, that we should mention costs have gone up considerably – particularly coach 
hire, this seems to be the same whichever company one uses. 
However, on many visits, morning coffee and lunches are included, so an average of £50 per person 
which includes daily car parking, transport, refreshments and usually 2 venues is, we feel, still very 
good value for money.  We have received some very kind comments about the visits, and as long as 
members can support us by booking their places on visits, we can keep organising them! 
2020 visits are already planned.  A 3-night visit to Norfolk 11 to 14 May, and two 1-day visits 
in June (9th) and September (TBA) – please keeping checking our website for further details. 
John and Lucy Heath 
 

 

Young Arts 
A Collaborative Art activity leading to pieces of sculpture inspired by the American Glass Artist 
Dale Chihuly has begun at Castlechurch Primary School, Stafford. His work is in collections all 
over the world and can currently be seen at Kew Gardens with record attendances viewing the 
various sculptures. He works in collaboration with many people to achieve the final piece. I would 
like to give the children a similar opportunity to produce work themselves using recycled clear 
plastic as well as collaborate with each other to produce an installation for their school. They have 
recently studied the need for recycling and the properties of materials so it is aptly timed. 
 
It might also be possible (as this school missed out on the opportunity to join in the Wedgewood 
Competition last year) to do something very special next term which would attract much publicity.  
Pam Cartwright 
 
 


