
Cost:   Non National Trust Member:  £41.50 

  National Trust Member:  £30.50 

National Trust Members please remember to bring your 
Membership Card  

Coach will leave Stafford Showground at 8am prompt. 

No acknowledgement will be sent – clearance of your cheque is 

confirmation of booking. There will be no refunds on cancellations 

unless there is a waiting list. 

Please return the slip below by 14th May 2018  to: 

Irene Young, 3 Knowle Road, Stafford, ST17 0DN  

Tel: 01785 604509 / Mobile 07843062360 

Email: eyeyoung@hotmail.com 


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

I/We wish to attend the visit to Croft Castle/Hergest Croft 
Gardens on Thursday, 14th June 2018.  
I/We are Members of the National Trust 
 
I/We enclose a cheque for £ ________________  
made payable to The Arts Society Stafford 
 
Name(s): __________________________________________ 
Address: __________________________________________ 
  __________________________________________ 
 Email:  ________________________________  
     
 Telephone:  ........................  Mobile:  .......................   
 Third party emergency contact telephone number: 
  ................................................................................ 

The Arts Society Stafford acknowledge car parking is provided by kind 
permission of Staffordshire County Showground. 
 
The “Executive” standard coaches are supplied by Leons Coach 
Travel, Stafford. 

THURSDAY 14th JUNE 2018 

 
 

THE ARTS SOCIETY STAFFORD 

 

 

CROFT CASTLE 
& 

HERGEST CROFT GARDENS 



Croft Castle – Yarpole, Near Leominster 
A building has been on the site since the 11th century and from this 
time has been the home of the Croft family and Croft baronets.  
The Battle of Mortimer's Cross took place 
on Croft lands nearby in 1461. The present 
building originated as a castle in the 14th 
century. 
A splendid avenue of 350 year old Spanish 
chestnuts welcomes you to Croft Castle 
leading to the intimate Mansion house 
which became the Croft family home  
before the Domesday Book.   
The walls of the Castle and corner towers 
date from 14th and 15th centuries, the  
interior mainly 18th century when the fine 
Georgian-Gothic staircase and plasterwork 
ceilings were added.   
The chapel is dedicated to St Michael and dates from early to mid 
14th century. In 1510, the chest tomb of Sir Richard and Lady  
Croft, was transferred from a now-demolished side chapel and in the 
early 16th century the flat arched 4-light trefoiled east window and 

very interesting encaustic floor tiles 
from Malvern and Monmouth work-
shops were added. In the 1700s the 
west bell turret with leaded ogee-
shaped cupola incorporating a rare  
single-hand clock of the same date was 
installed and box pews.  
In the mid 19th century, an organ 
(originally a barrel organ) was  
installed by Bevington & Son and in 
1916 a memorial east window was 
added by Hardman. 

The walled garden contains many fruit trees, its working vineyard 
and glasshouse. 
Today the Croft family have private apartments on the first floor of 
the Castle. 
 

The coach will leave Croft Castle at 1.30pm. 
 
Web site: www.nationaltrust.org.uk/croft-castle 

Hergest Croft Gardens  
Julia and Edward Banks have recently taken over responsibility from 
Edward’s parents and are the fourth generation of the family to care 
for the gardens. 
There are more than five thousand rare trees and shrubs including  
90 “Champion” trees described as "one of the finest collections of 
trees and shrubs in the British Isles", also extensive collections of 
hydrangeas, peonies, rhododendron and philadelphus. There are 
gorgeous flower borders, an old fashioned Kitchen Garden, 
Azalea Garden, Maple Grove and Park Wood.  
 
The sculpture of a fir cone by Joe Smith forms the centrepiece of the 
Slate Garden, which is formally edged with five species of box.   
Hergest Croft has been described as “one of the holy places of 
horticulture” and is equal to Wisley and Wakehurst.  The Gardens  
hold the UK National Collections of Maples, Birches and Zelkovas.  
 
A guided tour of the gardens will commence immediately upon our 
arrival at Hergest Croft. 
Afternoon tea is available in the tea room at your own expense. 
 
Plants will be on sale. 
 
The coach will leave  
Hergest Croft at 4.30 pm.                   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Michael

