

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

I/We wish to attend the Italian Cities of Art study day on 
Thursday 17th October 2019 
 

 I/We enclose a cheque for £ ______ made payable to The Arts 
Society Stafford. 
 

Name(s):  ________________________________________ 
Address:           __________________________________________ 
             __________________________________________ 
   __________________________________________ 
 
  Telephone: .............................  Mobile: ................................  
 
 

Email address: ………………………………………………………………………. 

Cost:    £ 35  (to include morning coffee and biscuits) 
Only a limited number can be accommodated 
 

Clearance of your cheque is confirmation of booking, in 
addition email acknowledgment is available.  

There will be no refunds on cancellations unless there is a 
waiting list. 
Please return the slip below by October 7th 2019 to: 
 

Heather Gardner 
Whitethorns, Butterton 
Newcastle-under-Lyme, 
Staffs ST5 4EB 
Tel: 01782 610025, Mob. 0776 636 5567 

Masaccio - frescoes in the Brancacci Chapel 

 

 

Italian Cities of Art  
Assisi, Siena and Florence  

at the Dawn of the 
Renaissance   

 
 

A Study Day will be held in the  
 

Darwen Suite World of Wedgwood ST12 9ER 

Thursday 17th October 2019 

Siena 



 
 
 

Alice Foster M.A. 
 

Alice has been lecturing in History of Art since 1990, and for 
the last 20 years she has been writing and presenting courses 
at the University of Oxford, Dept of Continuing Education.  She 
has been with the Arts Society since 2003 and has lectured in 
Great Britain and in Europe.  Alice has led study holidays to 
the major cities in Italy, for fifteen years, including Assisi, 
Siena and Florence,   She is also a regular lecturer at the 
Ashmolean Museum, Oxford, and at the Oxfordshire Museum, 
Woodstock. She is President of Banbury Fine Arts Society and 
soon to be President of Northleach Arts Society. 
 
This study day focuses on three famous Italian cities - Assisi, 
Siena and Florence - and the artistic interaction between them 
as the Middle Ages were transformed into the Renaissance 
between c. 1250 and c.1350. 
 
ASSISI   It is in the Basilica of San Francesco in Assisi that this 
shift first begins to happen, specifically in the famous frescoes 
of the life of St. Francis traditionally thought to have been 
painted by Giotto. Here, innovative artists from Rome  and 
Florence mingled to meet the artistic demands of the 
Franciscan friars at the end of the thirteenth century. 
 
SIENA  was famous for the exquisite panel paintings created 
for its Cathedral, Town Hall, and the new churches of the 
friars. The great master Duccio was succeeded by Simone 
Martini and the Lorenzetti brothers , who pushed each other to 
greater heights of invention in their paintings for the ' City of 
the Virgin' in the first half of the fourteenth century. 
 
FLORENCE  traditionally has been viewed as the birthplace of 
the Renaissance, and Cimabue and Giotto its first major 
artists.  Masaccio capitalised on what he saw of their work in 
the Florentine churches and consolidated the new naturalistic 
style with a realism that left the populace astonished.  The 
new style presented storytelling in a highly dramatic manner 
which made the bible stories more real, and also paved the 
way for later generations of High Renaissance artists such as 
Michelangelo. 

1:  
10.30 
 - 11.30 

Lecture 1—Assisi 

11.30 – 
12.00 Coffee break 

2:  
12.00 
 -1.00 

Lecture 2—Siena 

1.00 
 - 2.00 Lunch 

3:  
2.00  
– 3.00 

Lecture 3—Florence 

Basilica of San Francesco in Assisi, St 
Francis attrib. Giotto 


