Cost: £ 42.50 (to include coffee/tea and biscuits)
Non-Member Guests £45

Only a limited number can be accommodated—book early
to be sure of your place!

There will be no refunds on cancellations unless there is a
waiting list.

Tickets can be booked through Ticket Tailor at:
https:/ /buytickets.at/staffordartssociety/1872207
Or by returning the form below with your cheque to:

Gina Krupski
The Maples, AlImshouse Croft, Bradley, Stafford, ST18 9DF

For queries contact:
ginakrupski@gmail.com
Tel: 01785 780956

Hot and cold food is available at lunchtime in the tea room.

1< I/We wish to attend the
"Cartoons, Hoaxes and Magic” study day on Thursday
-12th March 2026

- I/We enclose a cheque for £ made payable to
'The Arts Society Stafford/will pay by card. (Delete as
appropriate.)

i Name(s):
iSociety: Stafford/North Staffs (Delete as appropriate)
i Address:

EMail @AArESS: oo

1 Telephone: ......cccoovvvviieeiieenne, MODIlE: eivviiiieiieie e,
Please include your email address

XL THE ARTS SOCIETY STAFFORD

Cartoon, Hoaxes and Magic

The Queen’s Award
for Voluntary Service

vo)

A Study Day to be held in the Darwin Suite
at The World of Wedgwood, Barlaston, ST12
9ER

Thursday 12 March 2026

10.30—15.30
Registration from 10 a.m.




lan Keable, an alumnus of Oxford University, qualified as a Chartered
Accountant and then became a professional magician. He is a Member of
The Inner Magic Circle and is their present Archivist. He has written a
number of books including Charles Dickens Magician: Conjuring in Life,
Letters and Literature. He now divides his time between performing magic,
giving talks on subjects ranging from 'The History of Cartoons' to 'The Art
of Trickery', and researching and writing. His last book was The Century of
Deception: The Birth of the Hoax in Eighteenth-Century England.

Lecture 1—The History of Cartoons
This will be an overview of cartoons from the beginnings of the 18th
century right through to the present day. We will see how their format
changed over the years. They began as relatively cryptic and rather
‘wordy’: until they gradually morphed into the more familiar cartoon of
today. Another aspect of the change was from ‘standalone’ cartoons to
those appearing in newspapers and journals. | will also look at key
cartoonists over the period, from James Gillray in the 18th Century to Sir
John Tenniel (of Punch fame) in the 19th, David Low in the 20th to the
likes of Steve Bell and Peter Brookes in the 21st.

Lecture 2—The Golden Age of Cartoons—the 18th Century
This second talk (Century of Deception: The Birth of Hoax in 18th Century
England) considers how 18th Century Hoaxes were depicted in cartoons in

this period. We will see how they caught the prevailing mood of the
period and also how they graphically depicted the news in contemporary
newspapers and journals of the time. Some of the hoaxes themselves are

amusing, although not necessarily benign in motivation or outcome.

Lecture 3. Magicians and Trickery in Art
As well as being a writer and speaker, | am also a magician. And my third
talk (The Art of Trickery: How Magicians are seen in Paintings, Prints &
Cartoons) traces how conjuring is depicted in art through the centuries.
Although there are some references to paintings, the subject matter of
magic mainly appears in cartoons; and is often an effective way of showing
a politician up to no good. Starting with the oldest trick (the Cups & Balls)
we will end up with 20th century iconic images of magicians, as shown by
Sawing a Woman in Half; and the Rabbit out the Hat. | will be illustrating
the talk with some magic tricks (although not Sawing a Woman in Half!).

PROGRAMME FOR THE DAY

10.00 -10.30 Registration

10.30 -11.30 The History of Cartoons
11.30- 12.00 Coffee Break

12.00- 13.00 The Golden Age of Cartoons
13.00 - 14.15 Lunch

14.15 -15.30 Magicians and Trickery in Art




